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ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY FOR INTERNET USE 
 

The aim of this Acceptable Use Policy is to ensure that students will benefit from learning opportunities 

offered by the school’s digital resources in a safe and effective manner. The responsible use of internet and 

digital technologies, both online and offline, and access is considered an integral part of teaching and 

learning. Therefore, if the school AUP is not adhered to, agreed sanctions as outlined in this policy will be 

imposed. 

Acceptance of the terms of our AUP is necessary for enrolment in St. Kilian’s SNS. 

 

STRATEGIES: 

• Internet use within school will always be supervised by a teacher. 

• NCTE provides filtering for our broadband network and this is set to level 4. 

• Uploading and downloading of non-approved software/apps by pupils or staff will not be 

permitted. Approval may be given by any member of the in-school management team. 

• The use of personal media sticks and other digital storage media in school by pupils requires a 

teacher’s permission and supervision. 

• Pupils are not permitted to bring mobile phones or any other personal internet enabled device to 

school. 

• Pupils will be provided with education in the area of internet safety and responsible social 

networking as part of our implementation of the SPHE curriculum.  

 

SCHOOL USE: 

• Students will not intentionally try to visit internet sites that contain obscene, illegal, hateful or 

otherwise objectionable materials.  

• Students will report accidental accessing of inappropriate materials to their class teacher.  

• Students will use the internet for educational purposes only.  

• Students will not copy information into assignments and fail to acknowledge the source (copyright 

infringement and plagiarism)  

• Students will never disclose or publicise personal information or passwords. 

• Downloading materials or images not relevant to their studies is in direct breach of our AUP.  

• Students will be aware that any usage, including distributing or receiving information, school 

related or personal, may be monitored for unusual activity, security and/or network management 

reasons. 

• Students are expected to follow the same rules for good behaviour and respectful conduct online as 

offline as per our code of conduct. 
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• The Google account provided by the school to each student is the property of St Kilian’s SNS. All 

content will be monitored by staff at the school. School Google accounts are to be used for 

educational purposes only. 

• Students must not take, use, share, publish or distribute images of others without their permission. 

Taking photos or videos on school grounds or when participating in school activities is only allowed 

with expressed permission from staff. 

 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: 

• Pupils will be given the opportunity to publish projects, artwork or school work on the school 

website and/or class blogs, subject to approval processes. 

• Our website will be regularly checked to ensure that there is no content that compromises the 

safety of pupils or staff. 

• The school website will avoid publishing the first name and last name of individuals in a 

photograph. 

• Photographs that are published on the school website are copyright and may not be copied or 

republished on any other website or used for social media networking purposes.  

• Digital audio or video of class work may be published to YouTube with comments disabled but will 

not contain the names of any student or staff member. 

 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS/COMMUNITY: 

• It is illegal for a child under 13 to be a member of many social media networks. We advise parents 

to not allow their children to have personal accounts on social media networks.  

• Pupils and staff may be photographed/digitally recorded at school organised events and activities 

providing such images are for personal/private use only and the photographer ensures that such 

images are not altered or publicly published on any app/social media site or made available on the 

internet for download or use by the public in any manner that may cause offence to any subject in 

the images. 

• The Board of Management has nominated the Parents Association of St. Kilian’s to facilitate a 

Facebook page for our school. Parents are not permitted to facilitate/organise any website, social 

media site, blog, app that makes reference to our school, pupils or staff without the prior approval 

of the BOM.  

• Avoid any negative conversations about children, staff or parents on personal social media 

accounts. If you have an issue with something in the school, social media is not the place to raise it. 

• Parents/guardians are deemed responsible for all social media interactions carried out by 

themselves and their children outside school hours. The school can be made aware of any incidents 

of cyberbullying outside school hours but ultimately responsibility lies with parents/guardians.  

• Please do not request to friend a member of staff in the school. The staff would like to keep their 

personal lives private. It may be awkward for a staff member to be asked to ignore a social network 

request. 

 

 



SANCTIONS: 

• Misuse of the internet by pupils in school may result in disciplinary action, (as per our code of 

conduct), including written warnings, withdrawal of access privileges and in extreme cases 

suspension or expulsion.  

• Breaches of AUP by parents/students outside school will be referred to the Board of Management 

and may result in written warnings, exclusion from school premises or legal action.  

• In all cases of AUP breaches, parents/guardians will be obliged to remove/delete any images or 

information deemed offensive or inaccurate by the BOM.  

• The school also reserves the right to report illegal activities to the appropriate authorities. 

 

REFERENCES: 

• Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2018 and General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)  

• Copyright and Related Rights Act 2000  

• Child Trafficking and Pornography Act 1998 and Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017  

• Children First Act 2015  

• Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020 (Coco’s Law)  

• Criminal Damage Act 1991 

• Interception Act 1993  

• Video Recordings Act 1989  

• Enrolment policy and application form  

• Child Safeguarding Statement  

• Mobile Phone Policy  

• Communication Policy  

• Complaints Procedure 

 

PERMISSIONS: 
 

I agree to follow the school’s Acceptable Use Policy on the use of the internet and digital technologies. I will use the 

internet and digital technologies in a responsible way and obey all the procedures outlined in the policy.  

Student’s Signature:  _________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian:      _________________________________________  

Date:                             ______________________  

 

As the parent or legal guardian of the above student, I have read the Acceptable Use Policy and I understand that 

Internet access is intended for educational purposes. I also understand that every reasonable precaution has been 

taken by the school to provide for online safety but the school cannot be held responsible if students access 

unsuitable websites. I understand and accept the terms of the Acceptable Use Policy. 

Signature:                  _________________________________________  

Date:                           ____________________ 

In relation to the school website, please circle one:  

My child’s work      can      /   can’t be     included on the website. 


